Medical Opinion and Movement. TT Vienna, Dr. Exner draws attention to the fact that the position of the heart between the lungs enables it to get rid of the over-production of heat which necessarily accompanies its continual work. The lungs, act as coolers to the heart, which would otherwise tend to be overheated. The work of the heart amounts to 10,000 kilogrammetres per day, of which about two-thirds are transformed into heat, giving approximately 70 calories, whereas, according to the weight of the heart', it should not produce more than 13 calories. Yoshimura has carried out some observations on the temperature of the heart and lungs in animals, and finds that the temperature of the ventricular wall exceeds that of the lungs by 0.5? C. The temperature of the lungs diminishes in proportion to the distance from the heart. He finds, too, that the ventricular wall has a higher temperature than the blood it contains, amounting to 2? C. Moreover, the blood in the right ventricle is hotter than that in the left. In the latter case it has been presumably cooled by its passage through the lungs.
By surrounding the heart with cotton-wool, so as to prevent the conduction of heat to the lungs, the temperature rises, the heart-beats become more rapid, and then cease.
If the cotton-wool is removed, the heart contracts a^ain. Although it may be correct to assume that the position of the heart beween the lungs facilitates the dispersion of excessive heat produced by the heart, these experiments would also appear to indicate that a large proportion of this heat is carried off by the blood circulating within it. While it is
shown that there is a difference of 0. 
